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couldn’t stop sobbing, and you tried to
explain about the owls and nobody got
it!? Yeah, it’s on YouTube.

Then there’s the temptation to
share your drug experiences with

Your BRC soundtrack

Nitrous: Suck a balloon, head rush,
giggle, fall down, rinse, lather, repeat.
Don’t see the appeal. Must be a hippie
thing.

Cocaine: Much celebrated, much
maligned, and way too expensive.
“You have too much money” is a mes-

Years ago, Piss Clear writer Sugar
Larry opined that Burning Man with-
out drugs is like anal sex without lube:
dry and uncomfortable. To continue
the metaphor, let me suggest that while
lube might make it quicker and easier,
a lot of foreplay and a bit of spit can be
much more satisfying.

Girls or the Space Cowboys or all these
other groups that have never really
been involved with the Temple.”

It was a natural approach for
such a massive understanding by an
unlikely trio. Rebecca and Jess are
both Flaming Lotus Girls who last year
went out on their own to create the
art piece Fishbug, while PK is a
Space Cowboy from the sound

its own.

As the country continued its
descent into empire and crass con-
sumerism, Larry chose art themes
intended to nudge the event toward
greater sociopolitical relevance: Hope
and Fear in 2006, The Green Man in
2007, American Dream in 2008, and

Rock City’s urban character, so we’re
ready for a discussion like this.”

That discussion has involved
exploring new ways of running the
event, from turning it into a non-prof-
it, to creating a year-round think tank
and retreat, to participating in discus-
sions of urbanism with groups such
as the San Francisco Planning
and Urban Research Association

and spread it.

“We didn’t start out with gift-giving
as dogma. It was just natural human
behavior,” Larry told the group.

Everyone brought something,
more than they would need, so that
they could share it with the group.
Performing and making art was warm-
ly encouraged and appreciated. There
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aytime
Avoid
Center Camp.

Center Camp is not
the place to go to in
the daytime. It’s like
a giant hospital wait-
ing room where nobody’s quite sure of
how bad their condition is or when the
doctor will see them.

Get on your bike and go hit some
day parties, which are kind of the
last refuge for house music. As in the
Default World, it used to be that house
music’s ubiquitous drone out here
was inescapable. But nowadays, its old
hegemony has been greatly eroded and
it can be fun again. Think of it as Black
Rock City’s elevator music. This is also
a good time to hit that rock 'n’ roll dive
bar, or crash a crash dome
playing lounge music. Just find
yourself a festive little day
party where the beer is cold and the
beats are light and you can bob your
head, bust a few moves, and still keep it
chatty until the sun begins to set.

Dusk

This brings us to dusk, the calm
before the storm. As the day’s fiestas
slowly wind down, legions of revelers
return to their camps to eat, mellow out,
and prepare for the night to come. These
hours are typically for that tiny list of
basic responsibilities you might have and
as such should be complimented by only
the most user-friendly of sounds. Take
a shower, take a nap, light the BBQ, do
whatever you have to do. Soft beats can
really aid in this recalibration.

As the sun begins to set, you can
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friends are busy taking sunset nudes
out on the Esplanade, make sure to
crank up those subtle but vile Edwardian
waltzes to signal the oncoming psychic
tsunami that awaits us.

Nighttime

Which brings us to nighttime ...
oh, the nighttime. Once darkness
falls, you're ready to pull the pin and
get serious. Make sure to light your
bike up before you blast off into orbit
because your night should be filled
with phantasmagoric pursuits every-
where. Big bass is the electric ghost god
of this city and nightfall brings it to
wreak carnage on Black Rock.

Maximize your night by visiting
as many parties as possible — from the
seismic growls of breakbeat jungle to
the machine gun trenches of
dubstep to the laser wars of
teched-out funk. Break it up
with some camps pumping gay divas
bluegrass or mashups or chiptune or
electro or industrial - you’ll want to
enjoy every whirling shard of glitchy
mashed-up shrapnel in-between until...

Sunrise

Oh no, what’s that? The sun? Now
I don’t care what anyone says, sunrise
is the most magical time on the playa.
You’ve surfed the night’s long and
tempestuous pipeline and now the first
rays of sun begin to bring into focus
this exotic isle where the storm has spit
you out. Do yourself a favor and forego
those irritating camps that are oblivi-
ously still pounding out meth-tronic
sludge. In these delicate prehistoric
moments, you need the warm sounds

confident, charismatic, and generally
hot shit without actually being any of
those things. But you might fool some-

was a complete asshole from my 7th grade class and
I hope his boss Googles his name, sees all the drug
talk, and fires his ass — payback time, you bastard.

Getting playasexual

here’s nothing

by POLLY SUPERSTAR
T quite like the sight
of a bunny giving

a pirate a blowjob on

an art car as it rolls past
your camp on a lazy
afternoon. Especially
when you look close and
see the bunny is a dude.

Exploring your
sexuality can be a
scary thing to do, what
with so much cultural
pressure to conform.
People suppress their
desires and spend their
lives like tightly-coiled
springs. Cut to the
playa, where you find a
liberal attitude towards
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Doubly-triply so when
you realize he’s holding his bunny girl-
friend’s hand and she is watching on
approvingly with a little happy smirk
and a twinkle in her eye.

When people leave the safety
of their familiar environment, they
step out like brave pioneers onto this
cracked, baked landscape and experi-
ence a sense of freedom. They
leave the skin of their everyday
life at home, and take a week out
of their lives to play dress-up - to re-
live their childhoods - reclaiming their
sense of wonder and innocence.

But wait ... how can I talk about
“childhood, wonder, and innocence”
in the same breath as bisexual polyam-
orous bunny/pirate blow jobs?

See, when we are young, before
we have a chance to make up our
own minds about how we feel about
things, we are like sponges; children

sexuality — where you
can see dominatrixes with spank-
ing booths, naked slip-n-slides, smut
domes, tantric temples, and sensual
massage. You can experience commu-
nity support for all different kinds of
sexuality; every conceivable sub scene
and nano community is represented.
Being in this environment - so differ-
ent from every day life — tweaks
your consciousness to release
those old patterns embedded
when you were young, and allow you
to explore who you really are.
Dressing up in a costume gives you
permission to embody your sexuality in
a way that’s exploratory, because you
can be whoever you want to be. The
costume gives you permission, and
the pressure is off. The nagging voice
in the back of your head quiets, and
you can try on what it feels like to be
flogged, give a spanking, make out with

project like this but one that
worked well.

“I haven’t had the opportu-
nity to produce art with these
people and it’s been amazing the
resources we’ve all poured into
this. It’s drawn so many people
together to make this thing
possible,” said Jess, express-
ing excitement at how the
group gelled and what it might
still accomplish in the future,
particularly since that they’ll
likely remain bound together by,
among other things, lingering
debt from the largest Temple
ever built for Black Rock City.

Even the Temple of Flux
design ultimately reinforces
that transition from a focus on
the individual - be it an artist,
an organization, or The Man —
onto the community that has
formed around it to create the
city and its culture.

“Being an architect, I was

very interested in working on a

space that was non-centered, that didn’t
have a focal centerpoint that, knowing
architectural history, has certain issues,”
explained PK. “Historically, the center-
point is used as a place of reverence and
authority, and that to me seems contrary
to the collaboration that is Burning Man.
To have the Temple reaffirm that, spiri-
tually, just seemed a bit much.”

A city of collective collaboration
And that’s the story of Metropolis.
The frontier of the early 90s, when
Burning Man was all about rugged
individuals doing whatever the fuck
they wanted, is long gone. It’s been

Evolution in 2009.

“This city is connecting to itself
faster than anyone knows,” Larry told
me in 2008. “And if we can do that, we
can connect to the world. That’s why
for the last three years I've done these
sociopolitical themes, so they know
they can apply it. Because if it's just a
vacation, well ... we've been on vacation
long enough.”

But after 25 years, there’s an inertia
to Burning Man that is difficult to alter
or focus. It just is what it is, and at this
point, what it has naturally become is
a Metropolis.

“I thought it was about the rest of the

one of the great cities of

the world,” said SPUR’s
Executive Director Gabriel
Metcalf, a Burner who camps
in Illumination Village. “It’s
like being a protagonist in a
movie when you arrive in the
big city. The Esplanade is one
of the great main streets in the
world.”

That praise isn’t to be taken
lightly from someone who
lives and breathes urbanism,
and runs the premier urban
planning think tank in the
city of Burning Man’s birth.
Gabriel was positively giddy
when he heard about this
year’s theme.

“One thing I love about
Burning Man taking on the
question of urbanism is that
it’s going to not just be about
physical placement — how you
lay out the blocks and streets
- but about community in a
larger sense,” said Gabriel. “The
exploration of different forms of com-
munity is what I think is so interesting
and transformative for the people [in
Black Rock City].” Larry is trying to
make it relevant and to speak to the big
issue of the day. The theme Metropolis
speaks to the biggest issue: human
settlement, how we’re going to live
together. It’s asking the big question.”

Adrian Roberts

Transforming Bohemia into a city
In April, Gabriel invited Larry

to SPUR to talk about that big ques-

tion to a packed auditorium. “We’re

the first Bohemian scene to turn itself

into a city,” Larry said, explaining

People picked up after themselves.

And eventually, this lifestyle was
enshrined as an overt ethos expected
of attendees, conveyed to newbies
on the Burning Man website as the
“10 Principles”: Radical Inclusion,
Gifting, Decommodification,

Radical Self-Reliance, Radical Self-
Expression, Communal Effort, Civic
Responsibility, Leaving No Trace,
Participation, and Immediacy.

“We said to everyone that you can
basically live by the ethos that guides
Bohemians,” Larry said. And that
ethos then helped shaped the culture
that formed up around the event. Or
as he told the SPUR crowd, “The whole
city is an engine for producing culture.”

Beyond the playa

And now that this urban culture
has matured, it has manifested in
interesting ways in communities
around the world, from the disaster
relief and community building of
Burners Without Borders, to the vast
networks of regional events and art
collectives.

“There is a movement underlying
the decentralization and creation of
new centers,” Larry said. “Something
new is emerging.”

The Temple of Flux is a manifesta-
tion of that, a project seeking to spawn
many more projects and grow the cul-
ture through the non-profit it is forming,
a pathway that Larry said the Black Rock
City LLC is also now pursuing. Because
now, Black Rock City is increasingly
being seen as just one more manifesta-
tion of the Burning Man culture.

“I have this idea that they are trying
to explode very slowly and be some-
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